
Water brings life to Jamestown

Months after flooding, The Salvation Army helps

residents return home.

By Courtney Culpepper – 

Heavy rains last September caused flooding across
Colorado’s Front Range from Colorado Springs to
Fort Collins. In some areas, a week’s worth of rain
totaled annual precipitation levels, which sparked
federal emergency declarations in 14 counties.

In the small mountain community of Jamestown, 12 miles northwest of Boulder, 14-inches of rain in
48 hours caused severe infrastructure damage that months later is still keeping residents from
returning home. Houses lay in piles of wood and metal covered by remnants of the waters that
brought them down.  Shovels, bottled water and boxes of hardware supplies fill the Jamestown Town
Hall.

Jamestown Flood Project Manager Erika Archer said at the time of flooding, the town was isolated as
all roads down the mountain were overwhelmed by water. Residents fled to higher ground and sought
shelter in the town’s elementary school, remaining there for two days before being airlifted to safety.

Clean water, she said, is the high priority concern in Jamestown and as it becomes available, families
will return home. And then, Archer said, “Our community can help with its own recovery.”

In February, The Salvation Army and the American Red Cross jointly purchased 17 1,650-gallon

cisterns for clean water that allowed 17 Jamestown families to go home.

“The residents of Jamestown are resilient and very committed to their community,” said Sherry
Manson, emergency disaster services director in the Intermountain Division, who spearheaded the
Army’s relief efforts following the floods. “The water cisterns will enable many to return, which will help
restore the sense of community and foster a quicker recovery.”
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The Salvation Army and the American Red Cross are working with Mile Hi Water, a local company
based in Boulder County, to provide the water.  Carl Loven, owner of Mile Hi Water, visited the homes
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of these 17 families to install the cisterns. As a volunteer firefighter for the Boulder Mountain Fire
Protection District, Loven served nearby during the Colorado floods as a first responder.

“It was important to us to invest relief and recovery dollars into local businesses as a way to further
contribute toward the long-term recovery of our flood-affected communities,” said George Sullivan,
director of community resilience and preparedness for the Red Cross of Colorado. “In addition to
helping the Jamestown families, this project is also helping inject strength into the local economy.”

The town now faces waning resources as financial aid has diminished. Rental assistance provided by

government agencies and non-profit organizations is running out as groups struggle to balance the

needs of multiple counties impacted by the disaster.

With just 300 residents, Jamestown is a close-knit community.

“There’s just a closeness [in Jamestown] that I’ve never experienced anywhere,” said FEMA
representative Elizabeth DiPaolo, who was assigned as FEMA’s volunteer agency liaison to
Jamestown after the floods. “They have this bond that is 100 years old…it is a community committed
to each other.”

For more information, visit rebuildjamestownco.org and coloradounited.com.
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https://www.rebuildjamestownco.org
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